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Gateway Facts
● One of 16 colleges in 

the Wisconsin 
Technical College 
System

● Founded in 1911
● Serve approximately 

20,000 students 
annually

● Three main campuses 
split across a 
tri-county district

● Five 
discipline-specific 
technology centers



KUSD Facts
● 4K through 12 public 

school system
● Student Population - 

21,233
● Kenosha Unified 

consists of three high 
schools (grades 9-12), 
five middle schools 
(grades 6-8), 22 
elementary schools 
(4K-5), five charter 
schools, five choice 
schools, one specialty 
school, one Head Start 
facility and one district 
office.



Career Pathways

● Intentional focus on designing systems in 2015
● Use WTCS-approved pathway credentials (certificates and 

diplomas) to build entry and exit points
○ 20 certificates - 2-18 credits, first year of program
○ 15 diplomas - 2-54 credits, more flexibility

● Developed with employers, lead to in-demand jobs in our 
district

● Require no or very little prior experience 
● Most courses were already being offered for transcripted 

credit in the high schools



Career Pathway Maps

● Launched in 2016 to highlight all pathway-related options 
for each program

● Expanded to all programs, including apprenticeship
● 66 total maps; new maps are added as programs are 

developed
● Updated annually to reflect changes in options, salary 

information, etc.
● High school partners are provided with a bound, color copy 

as well as access to electronic versions



Career Pathway Maps





High School Infographics
● Designed for 

specific event, but 
high school 
partners requested 
for all pathways

● Print in various 
sizes

● Displayed in high 
school hallways 
and classrooms

● Updated annually 
to match pathway 
maps



A Strong Partnership Between 
Pathways and Dual Credit

● Partner together on pathway-specific recruitment events
● Target courses that are part of pathway credentials to offer 

to the high schools
● Collaborate on infographics and other pathways/high 

school materials
● Present on pathways to the career prep consortium and 

high school administrators
● Leverage pathway systems to target grants



Gateway Supporting High Schools

“Our missions share a common purpose: to educate all students to succeed in a world filled with ever 
changing opportunities. Gateway Technical College is proud to partner with each of our K-12 school 
districts. We recognize that Southeastern Wisconsin is in a time of unprecedented change and 
career opportunity. At Gateway, we are committed to supporting your students along their pathway to 
college and career success.” -Bryan Albrecht, Gateway Technical College President & CEO



High School Dual Credit Opportunities
Path to Success

1. Transcripted Credit 
○ Career Pathway Grants

2. Advanced Standing
3. Start College Now 
4. Contract For Service (38.14)
5. High School Academies 

○ Grant Funded or 38.14 Contracts
6. Youth Apprenticeship
7. Distance Learning



High School Academies

High School Academies include:
• Sequence of courses leading to a credential
• Students can continue on at Gateway furthering their career path
• Courses taught at Gateway’s campuses & centers by Gateway faculty
• High school students considered dual credit students

– Earning both high school & college credit
• High school students have access to same services as Gateway’s 

students including tutoring, disability support, etc. 
• Transportation not included
• Funding: Grant funded or high schools pay tuition/fees/books



2018-2020 High School Welding Academy
7 Gateway courses offered over three semesters: 17 Credits

Books, Welding Kit & Supplies funded through DWD Fast Forward High 
School Student Certification Grant

28 high school students from 15 participating high schools graduated from 
Gateway before they graduated high school (11 students graduates when 
they were juniors!)

Certifications Earned:
• Gateway Welding Maintenance & Fabrication Technical Diploma

Additional Options Certifications: MSSC Safety Certification & Youth 
Apprenticeship 



Outcomes & Future Academies
• 2019-2020 High School Academies: 

– Welding Academy: 28 Graduates
• Waterford Union HS started offering courses in high school, 

paying tuition/fees
– CNC Academy: 8 Completers

• 2020-2021 (Funded by high schools paying tuition/fees):
– *Advanced Manufacturing (8)
– Criminal Justice (26)
– CNC (6)
– Welding (28)

*Funded by a private donor

Students have the opportunity to continue in Career Path at Gateway after 
they complete the High School Academy.



Parents & Students’ Perspectives
“For Jacob, this was a game changer. He didn’t know anything about welding, but he 
connected with his instructors right away, he knew some of the students who were 
from his high school and we was able to do his work on a technical college campus. I 
can’t say enough on how well he has done with this.” -Michelle Allender, parent

“Sparking Success Early” STUFF Magazine: Ethan Schaefer

“Badger Student Graduates College, High School” Lake Geneva News: 
Trevor Statdfield  

https://issuu.com/biztimesmedia/docs/stuffsc_2020_digitaledition/8
https://www.lakegenevanews.net/news/local/badger-student-graduates-college-high-school/article_f4489c8d-7120-5d5b-9148-4e15f6fadc35.html


High School Perspective

● Kenosha Unified School District
○ 7 students participated in Welding Academy from Bradford, 

Harborside, Indian Trail Academy, Reuther, Tremper
○ Starting in Fall 2019, KUSD offering Transcripted Credit
○ 2020-2021: 10 students participating in Welding Academy; 3 

students participating in Criminal Justice Academy & 1 student 
participating in SMART Manufacturing

○ KUSD Facilities
○ 51.6% Economically Disadvantaged
○ Youth Apprenticeship / Kenosha Pipeline
○ Act 59 / CTE Technical Incentive Grant
○ District Sustainability
○ Story - Bradford graduate



Resources
Gateway Technical College Resources:
Gateway Technical College K12 Annual Report 2018-2019
gtc.edu/earn-credit

Gateway Technical College
Katie Graf grafk@gtc.edu 
Director of High School Partnerships
Jaime Spaciel spacielj@gtc.edu 
Director of Career Pathways &
Program Effectiveness

Kenosha Unified School District
Cheryl Kothe ckothe@kusd.edu 
Coordinator of Career & Technical Education/ Youth Apprenticeship 
Coordinator

https://www.gtc.edu/sites/default/files/files/documents/1570719273/K-12%20Annual%20Report_2019_version2%20%283%29.pdf
http://gtc.edu/earn-credit
mailto:grafk@gtc.edu
mailto:spacielj@gtc.edu
mailto:ckothe@kusd.edu

